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position which has had the effect of deteriorating
the wines so materially, that at last they began to
lose their previous character, to get out of fashion,
and, consequently, to fall off in demand as well as
in  price.    This  system  of intermixing  different
wines, to swell the quantity of some favourite wine,
is known to prevail to a great extent in those of
France and Portugal.    The Clarets of the London
market, are principally prepared for the purpose,
and, in the transit, lose much of the pure nature of
the original production : and the quantity of adul-
terated Port that is sold in England is almost in-
credible.    It is also a well known fact, that there
is more Tokay** sold on the Continent and in Eng-
land, in one year, than the limited space where it
is grown, on the mountains of Hungary, could pro-
duce in twenty years.

But there is also, independently of this vitiation
to which the wines are liable, another cause for the
inferior quality of those wines which are really the
produce of the islands. A few Englishmen, and
other foreigners, of a grade very different from
that of the respectable English merchants who
have been long established here, hit upon the ex-
pedient of exporting wines instead of attending to
the business which they had originally established
on the island. They thought it would turn out
profitable to buy up cheap, and, of course, inferior

* The vine of Italy was originally introduced to the mountains of
Tokay, in the fourteenth century, by Louis L of Franco.